Bill of Rights

The Preamble

We the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

The Preamble neither grants any powers nor inhibits any actions; it only explains the rationale behind the Constitution and notes by what authority it is enacted. The preamble is a basic statement of purpose that precedes the constitution. 

Amendments

First Amendment – Freedom of religion, speech, press, and peaceable assembly as well as the right to petition the government 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 

Second Amendment – Right to keep and bear arms 

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

Third Amendment – Protection from quartering of troops 

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

Fourth Amendment – Protection from unreasonable search and seizure 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

Fifth Amendment – Due process, double jeopardy, self-incrimination, private property 

No person shall be held to answer for any capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 

Sixth Amendment – Trial by jury and other rights of the accused 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district where in the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 

Seventh Amendment – Civil trial by jury 

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law. 

Eighth Amendment – Prohibition of excessive bail, as well as cruel and unusual punishment 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Ninth Amendment – Protection of rights not specifically enumerated in the Bill of Rights 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

Tenth Amendment – Powers of states and people 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.
Eleventh Amendment (1795) - Lawsuits against states
Clarifies judicial power over foreign nationals, and limits ability of citizens to sue states in federal courts and under federal law. 

Twelfth Amendment (1804) – Election of President and Vice President
Changes the method of presidential elections so that members of the Electoral College cast separate ballots for president and vice president. 

Thirteenth Amendment (1865) – Abolition of slavery
Abolishes slavery and grants Congress power to enforce abolition. 

Fourteenth Amendment (1868) – Civil rights 
Defines United States citizenship; prohibits states from abridging citizens' privileges or immunities and rights to due process and the equal protection of the law; repeals the Three-fifths compromise; prohibits repudiation of the federal debt caused by the Civil War. 

Fifteenth Amendment (1870) – Black suffrage 
Prohibits the federal government and the states from using a citizen's race, color, or previous condition of servitude as a qualification for voting. 

Sixteenth Amendment (1913) – Income taxes
Authorizes unapportioned federal taxes on income. 

Seventeenth Amendment (1913) – Election of senators
Establishes direct election of senators. 

Eighteenth Amendment (1919) – Prohibition of Liquor
Prohibited the manufacturing, sale, transportation within, importing, and exporting of alcoholic beverages in the United States. Repealed by the Twenty-First Amendment. 

Nineteenth Amendment (1920) – Women’s suffrage
Prohibits the federal government and the states from forbidding any citizen to vote due to their sex. 

Twentieth Amendment (1933) – Term of the President and Congress
Changes details of congressional and presidential terms and of presidential succession. 

Twenty-first Amendment (1933) – Repeal of prohibition
Repeals Eighteenth Amendment. Permits states to prohibit the importation of alcoholic beverages. 

Twenty-second Amendment (1951) – Term limit (2) for President 
Limits president to two terms. 

Twenty-third Amendment (1961) – Presidential vote in District of Columbia
Grants presidential electors to the District of Columbia. 

Twenty-fourth Amendment (1964) – Poll taxes
Prohibits the federal government and the states from requiring the payment of a tax as a qualification for voting for federal officials. 

Twenty-fifth Amendment (1967) – Presidential disability and succession
Changes details of presidential succession, provides for temporary removal of president, and provides for replacement of the vice president. 

Twenty-sixth Amendment (1971) – Suffrage for 18 year-olds
Prohibits the federal government and the states from forbidding any citizen of age 18 or greater to vote simply because of their age. 

Twenty-seventh Amendment (1992) – Congressional salaries
Limits congressional pay raises.

